[98                                LIFE -IN THE GUPTA AGE

>e discarded, and for this purpose the Arthasdstm was recommended
is a text. Then Dandin lays down the full programme which was
;o be followed by the king throughout the day and night. But he
mdently thought that this type of programme was not practical for
le finally makes the following comment on the results of the
Benefits which, a monarch could derive from a mastery of Political
Science. "So when a man learns his political science and governs
accordingly without a particle of repose day and night, with no end
of botheration, with unremitting irritations he finds it difficult to
control his own household, not to mention an empire. Whatever
gifts, whatever homage, whatever compliments he gets from his
fellow scholars, he thinks a cheat and does not trust them/'1

The King's Palace

The king lived thus in a palace which must have been a huge
edifice. Mention is made of the inner quadrangle of a palace (ca,tu-
skamantaKf1 and of balconies3. There is reason to believe that a royal
palace in the times of Kalidasa had probably several stories, which w-ere
crowned with a large terrace (harmyastalah) on which ladies enjoyed
their evening walks4. Images were emblazoned over the portals of the
door.5 There are several references to terraces in Sana's time0. In
the days of Bana reference is also made to the statues in the halls".
The palace of Prabhakaravardhana had several vestibules, closing and
opening doors, windows, quadrangles and courts. The apartment
where he lay when ill was situated in the third court8. The court-
yards had terraces protected with awnings9. Various parts of the
palace were called by different names. That portion of the palace in
which Prabhakaravardhana lay ill was styled the White House, while
his silent ministers of state were in that portion of the palace which
was called the u Moon Chamber,"10

1 Dandin, Dasakumaracarita, pp. 202-5, text, pp, I94-9S-
3  Raghu.f VII, 17, p, 145.
8 MegL, I, 27, p, 22: saudJi-ot safiga-pranayavimultho masma.....
4  Ibid., II, 3, p. 52: yasyam yaksah sitamanimayan-etya harmya sthalam.
Ibid., 6, p. 54: nstra mtah satatagatinfi yadvimanagrabhuml
5  Ibid., II, 17, p. 6lt dwr-opante Hkhitavapisau saKKhapad
fi Bana, op* din pp. 104,108,137.
" Ibid., text, p. 195.
8  Ibid.f pp. 137-38.
9  Ibid,, p. 168.
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